
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday, September 11, 2020 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in the Lord, 

 

Thank you for the incredibly generous response to help those affected by Hurricane Laura at St. Pius X 

Parish in Ragley, LA! Your donations of water, food and paper 

products filled a 20-foot-long U-Haul truck. And our parish has 

raised more than $15,000 that we will donate to help the parish with 

their recovery expenses. I am overwhelmed by the generosity you 

have shown to our brothers and sister in need.  

Several have asked me about our trip to the area last 

Monday; and so, I wanted to give you an update. As you know, the 

efforts on that day were made by members of my priest support 

group to assist the parish of our brother priest. (The Clarion Herald 

has published a story on page 2 of this weekend’s issue.) In addition 

to the U-Haul that we filled, an identical truck was filled with 

donations collected from St. Pius X Parish in New Orleans, Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in Violet, Visitation of 

Our Lady Parish in Marrero, Our Lady of Prompt Succor Parish in Chalmette, and St. Luke Parish in Slidell.  

When we arrived in Ragley, we saw the cars waiting to receive supplies in a line that stretched more 

than half a mile down the highway. Members of their parish distributed supplies from about 9:30 in the morning 

until about 6:00 in the evening, and they ran out just as the last car left. In addition to the supplies we brought, 

another member of our priest support group organized members of his parish to provide a hot meal of red beans 

and jambalaya for more than 500 people.  

The damage we saw was very similar to what we experienced from Hurricane Katrina, with many trees 

down and roofs destroyed. Thankfully, that part of the Diocese of Lake Charles was not affected by flood water.  

I will be returning to Ragley tomorrow (Saturday, September 12
th

) with members from our parish and 

from St. Pius X in NOLA to help with debris removal and clean up. I will also be able to deliver the check for 

the donations that we have gathered so far. If you haven’t been able to donate yet or if you would like to give 

again, we will continue to collect monetary donations for St. Pius X Parish in Ragley. (You can drop off a 

donation in the collection baskets in church using an envelope labeled “Hurricane Laura Relief,” or you can 

donate through our online giving website.) The recovery for the whole area will be long, and I hope that our 

parish can continue to provide prayers and support for our brothers and sisters throughout this difficult time. 

 

 

          To Jesus through Mary, 

  
          Fr. Jonathan 

          jhemelt@arch-no.org 
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